Education

is impossible of attainment. The socialist Sunday schools
accomplish nothing by making their children sing "There
"is no god," beyond the probability that in after life those
very individuals, reacting against a teaching imposed, on
them, will be more liable than others to become highly
superstitious and credulous. Not socialists only or mainly,
but all persons, who have the future welfare of their
country at heart, are called upon to devise some universal
method for stimulating throughout all the primary schools
the same kind of fine ideal of conduct which has made
our public schools and old universities so great a blessing
to Great Britain.

As for the teaching of facts and the development of
skill in the individual pupil, that must always be and
remain an individual's business. No general laws can
govern it, no central administrative body can help it, no
code can define it. It must be as variable as are the
individual teachers and the individuals taught. Each
pupil is a separate problem. Each teacher must solve
each such problem for himself in his own way. There is
no other possibility; all that the interference of a central
authority can accomplish, if it insists on meddling in
these matters, is to impede where it fussily proposes to
direct and help.

One powerful impetus and one only can the national
crowd give to education, in the sense of learning facts and
acquiring skill: it is to supply the infective passion for
learning. But it can only supply a passion which itself
experiences. For no crowd can generate a new emotion
from the depths of its own multiplicity; a new emotion
must be kindled within it, as of old, by a prophet. What
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